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ABSTRACT

The objective of this qualitative research was to study the history at the Hakka Chinese
funeral ceremony of Rongjay Kin Shu Um as well as to study the Hakka Chinese funeral music of
Rongjay Kin Shu Um. The methodology of the research was a descriptive research study.

The research has found that the history of Rongjay Kin Shu Um is the Hakka Chinese
Rongjay in which 12 members can perform the ceremony. The goddess of the Rongjay is Chao
Mae Kuan Im and the members of the Rongjay are females only. Moreover, those who can
perform the ceremony must be single and a virgin. The funeral ceremony can be categorized into
three types: a small one, a medium one, and a large one. The current popular one is the medium
one where the time used for the ceremony is not too much and the cost is not too high. The funeral

 music used in the ceremony has 13 major chants altogether, and each chant can be adjusted
relating to the ceremony.

Regarding the funeral music of Rongjay Kin Shu Um, the research has found that the
members who perform the ceremony are the ones who perform both the chanting and the playing
of musical instruments. The musical instruments used for the ceremony are all percussion
instruments. The rhythm comes from the performers of the ceremony. It is a monotone pitch that
uses many chanters. The musical instruments used for the ceremony can be categorized into two
groups: the instruments used in front of the ceremony table and the ones used during the walk to
conduct the ceremony. Moreover, there is other music that must be sung at the end of each section
of the ceremony. The music is the “Pleng Song Chao” which is used to show their respects to gods

who have been invited for the ceremony.
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